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Blessed Opposition 
Sermon based on Luke 13:31-35 
 
In our gospel lesson this morning from Luke we learn that Jesus’ earthly ministry 
would be concluding soon. The disciples knew that Jesus was approaching a 
difficult encounter with his opposition. He was set to intrude upon the center of 
the political and religious establishment of Jerusalem. As Jesus journeyed to 
Jerusalem continuing to teach and heal people along the way, we see that others 
were concerned for Jesus’ safety as well. It seems surprising that it was a group 
of Pharisees who came to warn Jesus. Our usual impression of Pharisees is not 
favorable. They were the ones who prayed on the street corners to be seen by 
others. Jesus once described Pharisees as though they were like whitewashed 
tombs, clean on the outside but dirty on the inside. Sometimes we have a 
tendency to put people of a particular group together and judge them all alike. 
We do this often in race relations. We discriminate against the elderly and those 
who are disabled. We do this when our political or religious beliefs are different 
from others as well.  
 
Yet here were some Pharisees who came to warn Jesus that Herod wanted to kill 
him. In spite of Jesus’ scathing remarks often directed towards the Pharisees at 
times, many respected his teachings and it was among this contingent that came 
to warn Jesus. They urged Jesus to turn back. Jesus however responded that he 
must continue his work today, tomorrow and that on the third day his mission 
would be complete.  
 
Jesus’ actions and words remind us that Jesus never set limits on the constraints 
of his commitment and time required to serve in God’s Kingdom. Jesus instead 
shared with his followers that in order to be devoted to him, they should expect to 
suffer for that devotion. As shown in this example from Jesus’ life, we can from 
time to time expect opposition.  Sometimes this opposition might be something 
we object. One of the most common forms of opposition comes in the workplace. 
Perhaps we did not agree with the way employees are treated. Perhaps working 
conditions were less than adequate, employees were underpaid or a supervisor 
did not treat them with respect. Other times opposition might be more complex. 
Perhaps we were asked to promote or market a product that was being made 
that we knew was not safe or reliable. In these circumstances our tendency is to 
either avoid confrontation or fight back and defend. Yet a radical approach that 
Jesus took when faced with opposition was to consider this a blessing. Jesus’ 
suffering and death was a part of His mission and we are all aware of how this 
became a great blessing to many. Jesus used the threat of Herod to make clear 
the nature of his upcoming death as a part of his mission. Jesus was going to 
die, but it would have nothing to do with the threat of Herod. Rather, his death 
was to serve a greater purpose for God. 
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We see Jesus tells this group to inform Herod that he will continue to cast out 
demons and perform cures.” Both of these activities are by themselves important. 
First the significance of casting out demons for Jesus’ ministry reflected that this 
was an ongoing part of Jesus’ battle against the devil and thus a part of his 
establishment of the kingdom of God. Secondly performing cures was also a part 
of Jesus’ mission upon earth as reflected in the fourth chapter of Luke when 
Jesus announced his coming to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind. To reinforce that Herod had no control over him, Jesus said 
that he would be doing these things “today and tomorrow.” Jesus followed this 
statement about “today and tomorrow” by saying that “on the third day I finish my 
work.” The reference to “the third day” for us appears to be a reference to the 
resurrection. Perhaps the resurrection was meant to be included, but the 
following verse makes it clear that it was his death that Jesus primarily had in 
mind:  
 
 “Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 
 impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem” (verse 33).  
 
It was certainly in Jerusalem where Jesus would face his greatest opposition. 
Jesus’ mention of his death in this 13th chapter was a result of Him reflecting 
upon Israel’s past and the problems that would arise in the future. At the end of 
verse 33 Jesus’ prophetic reflection alternates between condemnation and 
compassion. Jesus first blames Jerusalem as “the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it” (verse 34). It’s interesting to note that according 
to the book of Deuteronomy Jerusalem was the place that the Lord chose out of 
all tribes. (Deuteronomy 12:5). Yet the preferred city of God would become the 
epicenter of opposition. Following his condemnation, we see Jesus made a 
compassionate plea for Jerusalem as well. Jesus longs to shelter the children of 
Israel like a mother hen does for her brood. For some this description from Jesus 
is troubling. Many forget that the Bible does include feminine images for God. 
Jesus compares himself to a mother hen gathering her children under her wings. 
Of course one of the biggest threats to hens are foxes. We see that Jesus refers 
to Herod as a fox, for Herod was someone who was conniving, selfish, and 
someone who could not be trusted. As Jesus likens himself to a nurturing mother 
hen we are aware that hens are known to be protective.  
 
I once heard a story about a hen house that had burned down. As the family 
began sorting through the wreckage they came upon one hen lying dead near 
what had been the door of the hen house. Her top feathers were singed brown by 
the fire’s heat, her neck limp. The person bent down to pick up this hen. Just as 
the person picked up the hen’s body there was movement underneath. The hen’s 
four chicks came scurrying out from beneath her burnt body. The chicks survived 
since the shelter of their mother’s wings insulated them. She had protected and 
saved those chicks at the cost of her very life. 
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Jesus likewise is like a mother hen who would rather die than see God’s children 
suffer. Jesus longs to gather his beloved under his wings to protect them; but he 
implies in this passage that Jerusalem was not willing to accept his protection. 
The city that killed prophets, those people were still beloved, but they were 
unwilling to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Jesus says, “You will not see 
me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  
 
These words will also be echoed in Jerusalem with people waving palm 
branches, as Jesus would enter Jerusalem in the weeks ahead. Despite the fact 
that Jesus called Jerusalem the city that kills prophets, he must travel there 
anyway. He knows that Herod and Pilate and many other foxes await; many want 
him dead, but they will not get their wish until the appointed time. Even as those 
foxes plot his death, Jesus continued toward Jerusalem. He goes to Jerusalem 
unafraid, prepared to offer pure, selfless, love, enduring pain and suffering, for 
those he loved.  
 
Throughout Lent we are called to pick up our crosses daily. Pope Benedict XVI 
once offered these words about Lent: "Lent is like a long retreat during which we 
can turn back into ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the 
temptations of the Evil One. It is a period of spiritual combat which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using the arms 
of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God and penance. In this way we will be 
able to celebrate Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our Baptism.” 
 
Before we reach Easter we know that Jesus will hang with arms outstretched 
upon a cross, saving all who are willing to accept His gift of salvation. Let us 
resist those Herod’s around us, who would seek to silence us. Let us confront 
wrong wherever we find it, always determined to live as good citizens in God’s 
kingdom.  
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